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but in the past, opportunities have been more closely
limited to what were called the leisured classes. Now a
most striking change has taken place, due primarily to the
invention of the cinema and the wireless. Here again we
have the coming together of certain scientific discoveries,
each supplementary to the other. Electricity, petrol, and
machinery, have combined to revolutionize not only work,
but play.

The cinema has proved one of the most universal sources
of amusement and pleasure yet found by mankind.   Be- The
ginning with the " silent moving-pictures ", it has, since ctoema
1918, moved on into the " talkies " and the coloured film.
No one can deny the improvements both in technique and
in the artistic presentation of the stories portrayed.   The
social results of the invention may be noted in the very
njarked decrease in convictions for drunkenness, for now
the public house is no longer the chief place of amusement
in most districts.

In much the same way the development of wireless has
opened a whole new field of possible happiness.   To Mar- wireies*
coniy an Italian who carried out his researches in Great
Britain, must be ascribed the immense step forward taken
when in 1902 he sent the first wireless message from Corn-
wall to Newfoundland.   Companies were speedily founded
to develop this new invention, under Government control,
for clearly here was a new and very important means of
communication.  To-day wireless is of the utmost value for com-
sending messages and for holding telephone conversations SoT ca"
over long distances.

One of its most obvious benefits has been its use at sea,
where the famous S.O.S. signal has in countless instances
brought help to ships in distress.1

From the sending of messages, wireless has gone on to
be used as a means of entertainment. " Radio "> or broad-

1 So marked is this, that marine insurance has been greatly affected, for
fewer ships are now lost at sea.